Ariette: The Unsung Heroine of Romeo and
Juliet

##

A Detailed Analysis of her Role and Significance

In the timeless tale of "Romeo and Juliet," William Shakespeare weaves a
complex tapestry of love, tragedy, and the consequences of societal
pressures. Amidst the star-crossed lovers and feuding families, there exists
a character often overlooked but whose role is no less significant - Ariette.
This article aims to shed light on Ariette's multifaceted character, explore
her impact on the play's narrative, and highlight her enduring relevance in
contemporary literature and society.
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## Ariette: A Profile

Ariette, also known as the Nurse, is a loyal servant to Juliet Capulet. She
has been with Juliet since her birth, acting as a confidante, caretaker, and
sometimes even a mother figure. Ariette is a woman of the lower class,
strong-willed, and fiercely protective of Juliet. She is also pragmatic and
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often provides a voice of reason amid the whirlwind of emotions
surrounding the young lovers.

HH#

## Ariette's Role in the Narrative

Ariette plays a pivotal role in the advancement of the play's plot. As Juliet's
confidante, she is privy to her deepest secrets, including her clandestine
love for Romeo Montague. Ariette's practical and worldly wisdom guides
Juliet through the complexities of her situation, offering support and advice
when needed.
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Ariette's actions, however, are not always in Juliet's best interests. In her
misguided attempt to help the young lovers, she delivers a message from
Romeo to Juliet, unaware that this act will ultimately lead to disaster. This
decision highlights Ariette's flaws — but also her human nature, as she is
caught between her loyalty to Juliet and her desire to see her happy.

## Ariette as a Symbol of Female Subjectivity

Ariette's character is a significant representation of female subjectivity in
Elizabethan society. As a woman from the lower class, she exists on the
fringes of society, yet her role as Juliet's confidante allows her to gain
influence and agency that would otherwise be denied to women of her
station. Ariette's opinions and advice are often sought after by Juliet,
demonstrating that even within a patriarchal society, women can exert
power through their relationships with others.

## Ariette's Enduring Relevance

The character of Ariette continues to resonate with audiences centuries
after Shakespeare's time. Her unwavering loyalty, her pragmatic nature,
and her flawed but ultimately compassionate heart make her a compelling
and relatable figure. Ariette's representation of female subjectivity and her
enduring relevance in contemporary society have led to her depiction in
numerous adaptations of "Romeo and Juliet," as well as in modern
literature and film.

### Ariette in Feminist Adaptations

In recent years, feminist adaptations of "Romeo and Juliet" haveE# & 1
Ariette's f8 2 , highlighting her strength, agency, and resistance to



patriarchal norms. These adaptations have explored the ways in which
Ariette navigates the societal pressures and limitations imposed on women
of her time, making her a powerful symbol of female empowerment and
resilience.

##

Ariette, the Nurse, is not merely a minor character in "Romeo and Juliet"
but a complex and multifaceted individual whose role is essential to the
play's narrative and themes. As Juliet's confidante, she provides guidance
and support, while her flawed actions serve as a reminder of the limitations
and pressures faced by women in Elizabethan society. Ariette's enduring
relevance in contemporary literature and society highlights her status as a
powerful representation of female subjectivity and a testament to her
timeless appeal.
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