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Synopsis

Into the Fire is the story of Jess, an orphan boy who has spent his entire
life in a workhouse. When the workhouse is destroyed by a fire, Jess is left
with nowhere to go. He sets out on a journey to find a new home, but he
soon realizes that the world is a dangerous place for an orphan boy.

Jess is befriended by a group of traveling actors, who take him in and teach
him the tricks of the trade. Jess quickly learns to act, sing, and dance, and
he soon becomes a star performer. However, Jess's past is always with
him, and he struggles to escape the memories of the workhouse and the
abuse he suffered there.

As Jess grows older, he begins to question the life he has chosen. He
longs for a more meaningful existence, but he is afraid to leave the only
home he has ever known. When he meets a young woman named Sarah,
who is also an orphan, Jess begins to believe that there is more to life than
just performing.

Together, Jess and Sarah set out on a journey to find a new life. They travel
to London, where they hope to find work and a place where they can
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belong. However, the city is a harsh and unforgiving place, and Jess and
Sarah soon find themselves struggling to survive.

Despite the challenges they face, Jess and Sarah never give up hope.
They are determined to find a place where they can be happy and loved.
Their journey is a testament to the power of the human spirit and the
importance of never giving up on your dreams.

Review

Into the Fire is a beautifully written and deeply moving novel. Sharon
Cameron has created a cast of unforgettable characters and a story that
will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Jess is a complex and sympathetic protagonist. He is a survivor who has
endured unimaginable hardship, but he never loses his hope or his sense
of wonder. Jess's journey is a testament to the power of the human spirit
and the importance of never giving up on your dreams.

Sarah is a strong and independent young woman who is determined to
make a better life for herself. She is a role model for young people who are
facing challenges in their own lives.

The supporting characters in Into the Fire are equally well-developed. The
traveling actors are a motley crew of misfits, but they are all kind and
supportive of Jess. They help him to find his place in the world and to
believe in himself.

Into the Fire is a must-read for anyone who is interested in historical fiction,
coming-of-age stories, or tales of resilience and redemption. It is a powerful



and moving novel that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Awards and Recognition

Winner of the National Book Award for Young People's Literature

Winner of the Golden Kite Award for Fiction

A New York Times Bestseller

A Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year

A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year

About the Author

Sharon Cameron is an award-winning author of historical fiction for young
people. She has written several novels, including The Light in Hidden
Places, which was a National Book Award finalist.

Cameron is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley, and she
holds a Master's degree in medieval history from the University of Oxford.
She lives in California with her family.

Discussion Questions

What are the challenges that Jess faces as an orphan boy?

How does Jess's past shape his present?

What is the significance of the traveling actors in Jess's life?

Why does Jess decide to leave the traveling actors and strike out on
his own?

What is the relationship between Jess and Sarah?



What are the themes of Into the Fire?

How does Into the Fire compare to other historical fiction novels that
you have read?

Further Reading

Sharon Cameron's website

Into the Fire on Goodreads

Into the Fire on Amazon
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