
Madness In The Mainstream: A Deep Dive into
Mark Drolsbaugh's Polemic

: The Erosion of Rationality in Contemporary Culture

In his provocative and thought-provoking polemic, "Madness in the
Mainstream," Mark Drolsbaugh laments the decline of rationality and logic
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in the modern world. He argues that a pervasive anti-intellectualism has
taken hold, leading to the devaluation of critical thinking, the erosion of
truth, and the embrace of irrationality and emotionalism.
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Anti-Intellectualism and the Hostility to Reason

Drolsbaugh traces the roots of anti-intellectualism in Western culture to the
late 19th century, when the rise of mass education and urbanization led to
a new cohort of individuals who were skeptical of established authorities
and traditional norms. This skepticism gradually morphed into a disdain for
intellectualism and a preference for emotion and intuition.

Today, anti-intellectualism manifests itself in various forms: the dismissal of
experts; the contempt for scientific knowledge; the glorification of
ignorance; and the elevation of feelings over facts. Drolsbaugh argues that
this hostility to reason has created a society that is unable to distinguish
between truth and falsehood and between the rational and the irrational.
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The Degradation of Truth and the Rise of Subjectivism

One of the most alarming consequences of anti-intellectualism is the
erosion of truth. In a world where reason is devalued, truth becomes a
matter of subjective opinion rather than an objective reality. This has led to
a proliferation of alternative facts, conspiracy theories, and the blurring of
the lines between fact and fiction.

Drolsbaugh highlights the role of social media in exacerbating this problem.
The echo chambers created by social media platforms allow people to
reinforce their preconceived notions and to dismiss any information that
contradicts their beliefs. This reinforces the subjective nature of truth and
makes it increasingly difficult to find common ground and engage in rational
discourse.

The Triumph of Emotionalism and the Cult of Victimhood

Another aspect of the madness in the mainstream is the triumph of
emotionalism over reason. Drolsbaugh argues that our culture has become
increasingly obsessed with feelings and emotions, leading to a devaluation
of logic and critical thinking. This emotionalism is often accompanied by a
cult of victimhood, where people see themselves as victims of oppression
or injustice.

The cult of victimhood encourages people to view the world in terms of "us
vs. them" narratives and to engage in grievance-based politics that
prioritize emotional appeals over rational argumentation. This has led to a
coarsening of public discourse and a breakdown in civil society.

The Consequences of Madness: A Dystopian Vision



Drolsbaugh warns that the erosion of rationality, truth, and logic has dire
consequences for society. A society that is unable to distinguish between
truth and falsehood and that privileges emotionalism over reason inevitably
descends into chaos and dysfunction.

He paints a bleak picture of a dystopian future where reason is suppressed,
free speech is curtailed, and the pursuit of truth is seen as a dangerous and
subversive activity. In this dystopia, society is dominated by a totalitarian
regime that manipulates the emotions of the masses and controls the flow
of information.

The Path Forward: Recovering Rationality and Truth

Drolsbaugh does not end his polemic on a pessimistic note. He believes
that it is still possible to recover rationality and truth and to restore sanity to
the mainstream. The path forward, he argues, involves a renewed
commitment to education, critical thinking, and civil discourse.

He calls for a revival of the Enlightenment values of reason, logic, and
individual liberty. He believes that we need to create a culture that values
intellectualism, promotes open inquiry, and respects diverse perspectives.

: A Sobering Wake-Up Call

Mark Drolsbaugh's "Madness in the Mainstream" is a sobering wake-up call
about the challenges facing contemporary society. The erosion of
rationality, the degradation of truth, and the triumph of emotionalism are
serious threats to our collective well-being.

Drolsbaugh's polemic is a timely and important warning about the
consequences of anti-intellectualism and irrationality. By exposing the



madness in the mainstream, he challenges us to confront these challenges
and to work towards a society that is based on reason, truth, and mutual
respect.
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Remembrance of Love and War: A Timeless
Tale of Loss, Love, and the Search for Meaning
Erich Maria Remarque's Remembrance of Love and War is a poignant
and thought-provoking novel that explores the themes of love, loss, and
the search for...
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To Kill Our Worthy Comrade: The Intriguing
Lidiya Petrova Papers
In a labyrinth of secrets and deception, history whispers through the
pages of time, revealing the chilling truth behind the assassination of...
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