
Return Of The Eagles Tribune: Valerius and
Centurion Marcellus

In the annals of Roman history, the loss of the legionary eagles was
considered a catastrophic event that could shake the very foundations of
the empire. These sacred symbols of Roman power and military prowess
were guarded with the utmost vigilance, and their loss was often seen as a
harbinger of doom. However, in the year 105 BC, two brave Roman
soldiers, Valerius and Centurion Marcellus, defied the odds and returned
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the stolen eagles to Rome, restoring honor to their legions and inspiring
awe throughout the republic.
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The Battle of Arausio

The story of Valerius and Marcellus begins with the disastrous Battle of
Arausio, fought in 105 BC between the Roman army and a vast horde of
Germanic tribes. The Romans, led by the consul Quintus Servilius Caepio,
were outnumbered and outmaneuvered by the Germanic forces, and the
battle quickly turned into a rout. As the Roman legions broke and fled, the
Germanic warriors seized their opportunity and captured the legionary
eagles of the legions I and V.

The loss of the eagles was a devastating blow to the Roman army and to
the morale of the republic itself. The eagles were not merely military
standards but sacred symbols of Roman power and authority. Their capture
by the enemy was seen as a sign of divine disapproval and a harbinger of
future disasters.
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The Quest for the Eagles

In the aftermath of the Battle of Arausio, the Roman Senate was
determined to recover the lost eagles at all costs. A special commission
was formed to investigate the circumstances of the battle and to identify
those responsible for the loss. The commission also authorized the
recruitment of a new army to march against the Germanic tribes and
retrieve the stolen standards.

Among the soldiers who volunteered for this dangerous mission were
Valerius and Centurion Marcellus. Valerius was a young aristocrat who had
distinguished himself in previous campaigns. Marcellus, on the other hand,
was a seasoned veteran who had fought in countless battles. Together,
they formed a formidable team, determined to restore honor to their legions
and avenge the defeat at Arausio.

The Search for the Eagles

Valerius and Marcellus led their force into the heart of Germania, a vast
and dangerous wilderness inhabited by hostile tribes. They faced
numerous hardships along the way, including ambushes, starvation, and
bitter cold. However, they never gave up hope of finding the lost eagles.

After months of searching, Valerius and Marcellus finally stumbled upon a
village where the Germanic tribes were holding the captured eagles. The
villagers were unaware of the sacred significance of the standards and
were using them as ornaments. Valerius and Marcellus seized their
opportunity and, in a daring raid, recovered the eagles from the village.

The Return of the Eagles



With the precious eagles in their possession, Valerius and Marcellus began
the long journey back to Rome. They were greeted as heroes upon their
arrival, and their return of the lost eagles was celebrated throughout the
republic. The Senate awarded them both triumphal honors, and they were
hailed as saviors of Rome.

The return of the eagles not only restored honor to the Roman army but
also boosted the morale of the republic as a whole. It showed that even in
the darkest of times, the Roman people were capable of great feats of
courage and determination. It also demonstrated the enduring power of
Roman symbols and traditions, which would continue to inspire future
generations of Romans.

The story of Valerius and Centurion Marcellus is a timeless tale of courage,
determination, and the indomitable spirit of the Roman people. Their daring
mission to recover the lost eagles not only saved their legions from
disgrace but also inspired awe and admiration throughout the republic.
Their names would forever be etched in the annals of Roman history, and
their legacy would continue to inspire future generations of Roman soldiers
and citizens alike.
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Erich Maria Remarque's Remembrance of Love and War is a poignant
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