
Study Guide for Derek Walcott's "Far Cry from
Africa" Poetry for Students
Derek Walcott's "Far Cry from Africa" is a collection of poems that explores
the complexities of postcolonial identity, exile, and memory. The poems in
this collection grapple with the challenges of living in a world shaped by
colonialism and the search for a sense of belonging. Walcott's vivid
imagery, rich symbolism, and sophisticated use of language create a
powerful and moving exploration of these themes.
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This study guide provides a detailed analysis of "Far Cry from Africa,"
offering insights into the poems' context, themes, and literary devices. The
guide also includes critical essays that explore the collection's significance
in the broader context of Caribbean literature and postcolonial studies.
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"Far Cry from Africa" was published in 1962, during a period of significant
political and cultural change in the Caribbean. The region was transitioning
from colonialism to independence, and many writers were exploring the
challenges and opportunities of this new era. Walcott's poems reflect the
anxieties and aspirations of this time, as he grapples with his own sense of
identity and belonging.

In addition to the political context, "Far Cry from Africa" is also influenced
by Walcott's personal experiences. The collection is in part a response to
his childhood in St. Lucia, a Caribbean island that was colonized by the
British. Walcott's experiences of racism and discrimination shaped his
understanding of the world and his place in it.

Themes

"Far Cry from Africa" explores a range of complex themes, including:

Postcolonial identity: The poems grapple with the challenges of living
in a world shaped by colonialism. Walcott explores the ways in which
colonial power structures and ideologies continue to influence the lives
of people in the Caribbean.

Exile: Many of the poems in the collection explore the experience of
exile. Walcott himself lived in exile for several years, and he draws on
this experience to create a powerful and poignant representation of the
pain and longing of those who have been forced to leave their
homeland.

Memory: Memory plays a central role in "Far Cry from Africa." The
poems often return to the past, revisiting memories of childhood,



family, and love. Walcott uses memory to explore the ways in which
the past shapes the present.

Nature: The natural world is a recurring motif in "Far Cry from Africa."
Walcott uses nature to symbolize both beauty and chaos. The poems
often juxtapose images of natural beauty with images of violence and
destruction.

Literary Devices

Walcott uses a variety of literary devices in "Far Cry from Africa" to create a
rich and textured poetic experience. These devices include:

Imagery: Walcott's use of imagery is one of the most striking features
of his poetry. He creates vivid and memorable images that evoke a
range of emotions and ideas.

Symbolism: Walcott also makes extensive use of symbolism. Many of
the images and objects in the poems have symbolic meanings that
add depth and complexity to the work.

Metaphor: Walcott frequently uses metaphor to create surprising and
evocative connections between different things.

Rhythm and rhyme: Walcott's use of rhythm and rhyme is often subtle
and nuanced. He uses these elements to create a sense of flow and
movement in the poems.

Critical Essays

In addition to the detailed analysis of the poems, this study guide also
includes critical essays that explore the significance of "Far Cry from Africa"
in the broader context of Caribbean literature and postcolonial studies.



These essays provide a valuable resource for students and scholars who
are interested in learning more about the collection and its impact.

"Derek Walcott's 'Far Cry from Africa': A Postcolonial Reading" by
Edward Baugh

"Exile and Identity in Derek Walcott's 'Far Cry from Africa'" by
Helen Tiffin

"Memory and the Poetics of Place in Derek Walcott's 'Far Cry
from Africa'" by Jahan Ramazani

Derek Walcott's "Far Cry from Africa" is a powerful and moving exploration
of the complexities of postcolonial identity, exile, and memory. The poems
in this collection are rich in imagery, symbolism, and literary devices, and
they offer a valuable insight into the challenges and opportunities of living
in a world shaped by colonialism. This study guide provides a detailed
analysis of the poems, as well as critical essays that explore the
significance of the collection in the broader context of Caribbean literature
and postcolonial studies.
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