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Thor, the God of Thunder, is one of the most iconic and enduring
characters in comic book history. Created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby in
1962, Thor has starred in countless comic books, cartoons, and movies
over the years.

In this article, we will explore the history of Thor's comic book series, from
its humble beginnings in 1966 to its enduring legacy today. We will also
take a look at some of the most memorable Thor stories and characters,
and discuss the impact that the character has had on popular culture.

The Early Years (1966-1970)

The Thor comic book series was launched in 1966 as part of Marvel
Comics' "Mighty Marvel" line of superhero comics. The series was initially
written by Stan Lee and penciled by Jack Kirby.

The early Thor stories were heavily influenced by Norse mythology. Thor
was depicted as a powerful and arrogant god who was often at odds with
the other gods of Asgard. However, Thor also had a strong sense of justice
and compassion, and he was always willing to fight for the innocent.
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The early Thor stories were a critical and commercial success. The series
quickly became one of Marvel's most popular titles, and it helped to
establish Thor as one of the most iconic superheroes in the world.

The Bronze Age (1970-1986)

The Bronze Age of comics was a period of great change for Thor. The
series underwent several creative team changes, and the character of Thor
himself was gradually modernized and updated.

One of the most significant changes to Thor during the Bronze Age was the
of the character of Jane Foster. Jane was a human nurse who became
Thor's love interest. The addition of Jane to the cast helped to humanize
Thor and make him more relatable to readers.

Another major change during the Bronze Age was the addition of the
Avengers to Thor's supporting cast. The Avengers are a team of
superheroes who fight for justice and peace. Thor's membership in the
Avengers helped to expand his horizons and bring him into contact with a
wider range of characters.

The Bronze Age was a time of great creativity and innovation for Thor. The
series introduced many new characters and concepts, and it helped to
establish Thor as one of the most important superheroes in the Marvel
Universe.

The Modern Age (1986-Present)

The Modern Age of comics began in 1986 with the publication of the
"Marvel Super Heroes Secret Wars" miniseries. The miniseries was a



massive crossover event that featured Thor and many other Marvel
superheroes.

The Modern Age has been a time of continued change and evolution for
Thor. The series has undergone several more creative team changes, and
the character of Thor himself has been constantly reinterpreted and
updated.

One of the most significant changes to Thor during the Modern Age was
the of the character of Eric Masterson. Eric was a human architect who
became Thor's new host body after Thor was stripped of his powers. Eric's
time as Thor was a controversial one, but it ultimately helped to cement the
character's legacy as one of the most iconic superheroes in the world.

The Modern Age has also seen the of many new villains to Thor's rogues
gallery, including Malekith the Accursed, Gorr the God Butcher, and Hela.
These villains have posed some of the greatest challenges to Thor's reign
as the God of Thunder.

The Thor comic book series continues to be published today, and it
remains one of Marvel's most popular titles. Thor has also been featured in
numerous other media, including cartoons, movies, and video games.

Memorable Thor Stories

Over the years, Thor has starred in countless memorable stories. Some of
the most popular Thor stories include:

* "The Mighty Thor" (1966): The first Thor story, written by Stan Lee and
penciled by Jack Kirby. * "The Asgardian Wars" (1971-1973): A classic Thor



story that features a war between Asgard and the Frost Giants. * "The
Death of Odin" (1991): A landmark story that sees Thor's father, Odin, die
and pass the mantle of Asgardian leadership to Thor. * "Thor: Ragnarok"
(2004-2005): A modern Thor story that sees the character battle against the
forces of Ragnarok, the Norse apocalypse. * "Thor: God of Thunder" (2012-
2014): A critically acclaimed Thor story that sees the character travel to the
future and witness the end of the Marvel Universe.

Memorable Thor Characters

In addition to Thor himself, the Thor comic book series has featured a
number of memorable characters over the years, including:

* Odin: Thor's father and the King of Asgard. * Loki: Thor's adopted brother
and the God of Mischief. * Jane Foster: Thor's love interest and a human
nurse. * Balder the Brave: Thor's friend and a fellow Asgardian god. * Sif:
Thor's love interest and a fellow Asgardian goddess. * The Warriors Three:
A trio of Asgardian warriors who are Thor's loyal companions.

The Impact of Thor

Thor has had a profound impact on popular culture. The character has
been featured in countless comic books, cartoons, movies, and video
games. Thor has also been parodied and referenced in numerous other
works of popular culture.

Thor's popularity is due to a number of factors. The character is a powerful
and iconic superhero, but he is also relatable and flawed. Thor is a god, but
he is also human. He has doubts and fears, and he makes mistakes. This
makes him a more relatable and sympathetic character to readers.



Thor is also a symbol of hope and strength. He is a hero who fights for
justice and peace. Thor's stories offer a message of hope and inspiration,
and they remind us that even the most difficult challenges can be
overcome.

Thor is one of the most iconic and enduring characters in comic book
history. The character has starred in countless comic books, cartoons,
movies, and video games over the years. Thor has also had a profound
impact on popular culture. The character is a symbol of hope and strength,
and his stories offer a message of hope and inspiration.

Thor is a character that will continue to be popular for generations to come.
The character's timeless appeal is due to a number of factors. Thor is a
powerful and iconic superhero, but he is also relatable and flawed. Thor is
a god, but he is also human. He has doubts and fears, and he makes
mistakes. This makes him a more relatable and sympathetic character to
readers.

Thor is also a symbol of hope and strength. He is a hero who fights for
justice and peace. Thor's stories offer a message of hope and inspiration,
and they remind us that even the most difficult challenges can be
overcome.
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